			Elements of a Novel
5.  Initial Incident
--the incident that sets the story in motion
--it is an episode, plot point or event that hooks the reader into the story 
--this particular moment is when an event thrusts the protagonist into the main action of the story	
-- a great inciting incident leaves us with questions we want answered	
-- the inciting incident generally happens in the first act.
--the inciting incident happens to the protagonist.
--the protagonist is usually passive at this juncture; the inciting incident is generally set in motion by someone or something else (a letter, a visit, an encounter)		
			




	Synonyms
surroundings, position, situation, environment, background, backdrop, milieu, environs, habitat; spot, place, location, locale, site, scene; area, region, district



(we)  Excerpt from Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s novel One Hundred Years of Solitude
‘Many years later, as he faced the firing squad, Colonel Aureliano Buendia was to remember that distant afternoon when his father took him to discover ice.’

The opening is effective because it gives us not one but two inciting events, in different time periods. We are given:
1. A future event: A main character will face the death penalty.
2. A past event significant enough for the character to remember it in this future moment (the trip with his father).

As a result, we have questions about both incidents we want answered. Why will the Colonel be given the death penalty? What was significant about that day with his father? Marquez thus sets up multiple story arcs with rich potential for discovery in a single paragraph.

(you)				

	Fahrenheit 451—
What is the initial incident that gets this
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