			Elements of a Novel
7.  Conflict
--the problem that the protagonist of the story must overcome
			



--the conflict may take many forms, including:
					

		person vs person (external)
					
person vs nature (external)
					
person vs society (external)
					
person vs self (internal)

--a conflict’s resolution is reached only after coming to some sort of climax



	Synonyms
VERBs—dispute, quarrel, squabble, disagreement, dissention, clash; discord, friction, strife, antagonism, hostility, disputation, contention; feud, schism
NOUNs—clash, be incompatible, vary, be at odds, be in conflict, differ, diverge, disagree, contrast, collide, contradictory, incompatible, inconsistent, irreconcilable, incongruous, contrary, opposite, opposing, antithetical, clashing, discordant, divergent; at odds




(me)  
Person vs person
· A husband and wife disagree about h0w their money should be spent
· Two little boys get into a fistfight
Person vs nature
· A family is stranded in a snow storm
· A man is stalked by a wild animal in the forest
Person vs society
· A woman is in a hurry and runs a red light
· A man stands up for what he believes is reight, even though almost everyone else disagrees with him
Person vs self
· A man tries to decide whether to stay with his family or move to another state to take a better paying job
· A teenager is torn between ditching school with her friends and staying to take a test in a class she is failing

(you)	
· A teacher is trying to determine how best to approach a student about their lack of work ethic
· Rafe Nadal playing Roger Federer in the Wimbledon final
· Hurricane Katrina destroying a person’s house and livelihood
· A stutterer preparing for a public speech
· Martin Luther King Jr. speaking out against segregation
· A teacher discussing a student’s work ethic
· A person trying to summit Mount Everest
· Mahatma Gandhi encouraging non-violent protests
		







(you)
	Fahrenheit 451—
Identify the following conflicts 
in the novel

	Text with page #

	Person vs person










	

	Person vs nature









	

	Person vs society



















	

	Person vs self
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