			Elements of a Novel
8.  Climax
--the high point of the story
--the moment in which the action reaches a turning point from which there is no going back 
--the point of highest tension in a narrative 
--in a tragedy, the climax will generally reveal the protagonist’s greatest weaknesses, and the situation will go irreparably wrong
--generally, the final confrontation between protagonist and the antagonist
	
			




	Synonyms
VERBs-- culminate, peak, reach a pinnacle, come to a crescendo, come to a head
NOUNs-- peak, pinnacle, height, high(est) point, top; acme, zenith; culmination, crowning point, crown, crest; highlight, high spot




(me)  (Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken”)

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth
 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And it has made all the difference

(you)	(Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J K. Rowling)
Voldemort had raised his want.  His head was still tiled to one side, like a curious child, wondering what would happen if he proceeded.  Harry looked back into the red eyes and wanted it to happen now, quickly while he could still stand, before he lost control, before he betrayed fear—he saw the mouth move and a flash of green light, and everything was gone.		

	Fahrenheit 451—
Identify the climax in the novel
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4. CLIMAX

+ part of the story when the conflictis dealt
with

« usually the most intense part of the plot

* the “turning point” of the story

Example:

Bob and Bo both happen to be at the local diner one night, and after hollering
insults across the room, they have a fist-fight.




