			Elements of a Novel
12.  Narrator
--the person telling the story
--may be a character in the story or a speaker outside the action of the story (point of view)
--the point of the narrator is to narrate a story…to tell the story
--what the narrator can and cannot see determines the perspective of the text and also determines how much the reader knows

	First Person Narrator (Point of View)
--the story is told by a character within the novel (“I/we; my/out; me/us; mine/ours” sentences)
--the first person narrative can only tell the audience what s/he sees—she cannot comment on action that she does not see or experience directly

	Second Person Narrator (Point of View)
--speaks from the second person point of view (“you, your and yours” in sentences)
--is a character in the text because s/he is telling the story to another person
--s/he is involved in the action of the story or participates in it in some way
--is very rare in literature

	Third Person Narrator (Point of View)
--the story is told by a person other than the main character
--not usually a character in the story because the Third Person is removed from the action—they do not participate in the action of the text
--all characters are referred to as he, she, they, his, hers, theirs, or it
	Limited (there is some action that this third person does not see)
	Omniscient (comments on everything that every character experiences—is someone outside the story looking down at everything that is happening)

                   

	Synonyms
-- noun: storyteller; plural noun: storytellers; noun: story-teller; plural noun: story-tellers
--narrator, teller of tales, raconteur, raconteuse, fabulist, anecdotalist


(me) 
“They sat down at the table and the girl looked across at the hills on the dry side of the valley and the man looked at her and at the table. ‘You’ve got to realize,’ he said, ‘ that I don’t want you to do it if you don’t want to. I’m perfectly willing to go through with it if it means anything to you.’” (“Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway)

(we) 
1.“Then taking out his field dressing, he ripped open the packet with his knife. He broke the neck of the iodine bottle and let the bitter fluid drip into the wound. A paroxysm of pain swept through him. He placed the cotton wadding over the wound and wrapped the dressing over it. He tied the ends with his teeth.” (“The Sniper” by Liam O’Flaherty”)

2.“If he could have heard what her parents were saying that evening, if he could have put himself at the point of view of the family and have heard that Kitty would be unhappy if he did not marry her, he would have been greatly astonished, and would not have believed it. He could not believe that what gave such great and delicate pleasure to him, and above all to her, could be wrong. Still less could he have believed that he ought to marry.” (Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy)

 (you)
	Fahrenheit 451—
Identify the narrator in the novel.
--specifically state whether it is first or
third person
	Text with page #
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